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During an October 
presentation to the Board of 
Education and community, 
Superintendent of Schools 
Maureen Goldberg outlined 
projects completed in 
conjunction with the district’s 
five-year Capital Plan and Capital 
Reserve Expenditure Vote. These 
projects were based on building 
condition surveys prepared by 
BBS Architects & Engineers 
in 2010 as part of the district’s 
five-year Capital Facilities Plan 
required by New York State. 

Ms. Goldberg explained,  
“Just as we contemplate and plan 
for improvements to our own 
homes, the district has planned 
for necessary upgrades and has 
allocated resources for such an 
important investment, our school 
facilities.” 

In March 2014, voters within 
the Wantagh School District 
approved the creation of a 
capital reserve fund to provide a 
means, separate from the annual 
budget, to fund improvements 
and renovations throughout 
the district without the need to 
propose a bond. The reserve fund 
vote authorized the district to set 
aside $5 million (plus interest) 
for five years. The construction 
projects were approved by the 
voters and were separated into 
two phases. Funds were set aside 

from annual surpluses, resulting 
in no additional tax increase. 
Phase I allocated $2.28 
million to preserve school 
infrastructure and to address 
major school facility needs 
including:   
•   Safety and Security 

Enhancements: Door and 
lock replacements at all three 
elementary schools and the 
middle school; replacement 
of bleachers at Mandalay 
Elementary School.

•   Renovations to three high 
school science labs and the HS 
and MS family and consumer 
science classrooms; also meets 
safety and Americans with 
Disabilities Act regulations.

•   ADA access to HS lower level 
classrooms. 

•   Bathroom renovations and 
ADA regulations standards 
at elementary school nurses’ 
offices, MS staff bathrooms, 
and two student bathrooms at 
Wantagh Elementary School.

•   Ceiling replacements at all 
three elementary schools in 
conjunction with the district’s 
energy performance contract.

•   Electrical upgrades (phased-in 
project) at the HS, MS and 
Wantagh Elementary School.

•   Districtwide masonry, brick 
repointing and lintel repair  
(phased-in project). 

Ms. Goldberg noted that 
the Board now plans to enter 
Phase II of construction and 
on December 13 will ask voters 
to authorize the spending of 
$2.75 million, already set aside 
in the Capital Reserve for those 
projects. The funds for Phase 
II have been set aside and will 
not impact homeowner taxes. 
Information on Phase II can 
be found on page 4 of this 
publication. 

In addition to the projects 
completed through the Capital 
Reserve, the district entered into 
an energy performance contract 
with Johnson Controls. The 
energy-saving improvements, 
many that were completed 
during the summer or are 
currently underway, include 
lighting upgrades, repairs and 
improvements to building 
weatherization systems, a new 
energy management system, 

steam trap replacements, pipe 
valve insulation and high-
efficiency motors, unit ventilator 
refurbishment and window 
film installation. Ceilings were  
replaced at Wantagh Elementary 
School and solar panels were 
added to Forest Lake and 
Mandalay elementary schools. 
In addition, all three elementary 
schools received new boilers and 
a new co-generator system was 
installed at the middle school.

The annual budget also 
provided funding for capital 
projects, including building 
enhancements and upgrades. A 
telephone replacement project 
is currently in the design phase. 
Finally, curbing and sidewalk 
repair, improvements to the 
elementary school STEAM 
labs, and renovation of the fine 
and performing arts room were 
included in the budget’s facilities 
appropriations.

Focusing on Our Facilities
Status of the Five-Year Capital Plan and 

Capital Reserve Expenditure Vote
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lighting and new ceilings
Boiler replacements at Forest Lake, 

Mandalay and Wantagh elementary schools
20kw photovoltaic electric generation systems at 
Forest Lake and Mandalay elementary schools

Old robotics and auto shop classroom

New robotics and auto shop classroom New secondary science classroomNew elementary STEAM labs

Wantagh ES sidewalk afterWantagh ES sidewalk before
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New conditions
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cApitAl reserve phAse i
Bleacher replacement at Mandalay Elementary School

ADA Access - High School ramp to lower art and technology classrooms

Example of brick repointing and lintels at the high school and middle school

Before After

Hallway prior to ramp ADA access to lower classrooms

Before brick repointing After brick repointing

See page 1 for a complete list of Phase I projects.
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The Wantagh community will head to the polls on Tuesday,  
December 13 to vote on Phase II of construction for the Capital Reserve Fund 
approved by voters in 2014. The proposition, authorizing the expenditure of 
the Capital Reserve Fund’s remaining $2.75 million, will target:

•   Improvement and upgrades of safety and security items
•  Refurbishment of the turf field
•  Upgrades to heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems
•  Replacement of concrete and asphalt
•  Replacement of floor tiles
•   Other projects to include locker replacements, electrical upgrades, brick 

repointing, masonry and lintel repair and bathroom upgrades 

Superintendent of Schools Maureen Goldberg explained that although the 
Wantagh community already approved the list of eligible capital projects in 
2014, the district needs authorization from the community to spend the funds 
set aside in Phase II of the Capital Reserve Fund.  

If approved by voters, construction can proceed without an increase to 
the tax levy.

Capital ReseRve phase ii

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Turf field refurbishment

Capital Reserve Vote on 
Phase II Expenditures

Tuesday, Dec. 13, 2016
Wantagh High School Lobby

Polls Open from 7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Forest Lake parking lot

Tile work

Voting Highlights

No increase to the tax levy!


